
Research Due: 1/22 
 

You will be required to research information about your historical figure using a variety of 
sources – Microsoft Encarta, Wikipedia, encyclopedias, library books, textbooks, supplemental 
reading packets, and/or a structured, parent supervised Google Search. 
 
What are you required to include in your report? 

 Birth & Death (where and when) 

 Family & Background 

 Education & Career 

 Achievements & Accomplishments 

 Contributions to North American Settlement 
 
When you find a source that you choose to use, you will need to make record of it.  Even if you 
only found one (1) fact from a source, you MUST list that source.   
 
The bibliography is the list of ALL the sources you used to write your report.  You are expected 
to have AT LEAST three (3) sources and they must be in one of the two formats listed below. 
 

My source is a website:  
Replace the words below with the information from your site and use the punctuation 
shown EXACTLY! 

1. Author (if known) 
2. "Title of article." 
3. Title of Complete Work 
4. Date of your visit. 
5. <full http address>. 

 
Example:  

Clemens, Paul and Robert M. Hordon.  "New Jersey."  World Book Online. 12 
Dec. 1999.  <http://worldbookonline.com/na/ar/fs/ar388680.htm>. 

 
My source is a book:  
Replace the words with the information from your book and use the punctuation shown 
EXACTLY! 

1. Author, last name first 
2. Title of Book (italicized or underlined) 
3. City of publication: 
4. Publisher, date of publication 
 

Example: 
Gibbons, Gail. Caves and Caverns. New York: Harcourt Brace, 1993. 

 



Bibliography Due: 1/24 
 
Source 1: 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Source 2: 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Source 3: 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Source 4: 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Source 5: 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Source 6: 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Detailed Outline Due: 1/28 
 

You will use the information from your research in order to complete the outline. As a rule of 
thumb, please include no more than five (5) words per line of the outline. Your outline, as well 
as your essay, should follow a progress of the historical figure’s life starting with their birth and 
ending with their contributions to North American Settlement. Below is a simple format that 
you will use to complete your outline:   
 

1. Birth, Death, Family, Background 

a. __________________________________________________ 

b. __________________________________________________ 

c. __________________________________________________ 

d. __________________________________________________ 

e. __________________________________________________ 

 

2. Education, Career, Achievements, Accomplishments 

a. __________________________________________________ 

b. __________________________________________________ 

c. __________________________________________________ 

d. __________________________________________________ 

e. __________________________________________________ 

 

3. Contributions to North American Settlement 

a. __________________________________________________ 

b. __________________________________________________ 

c. __________________________________________________ 

d. __________________________________________________ 

e. __________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 



Rough Draft Due: 1/31 

Once you have written the outline, you will take the information from there and write 
sentences and paragraphs.  Below are the steps to change the outline into a rough draft of your 
report: 

1. INTRODUCTION:  

The First Paragraph will be an introduction paragraph.  Start with a Topic Sentence 

that states who the historical figure is and one interesting fact.  Then, write 3-5 

sentences  stating what information you will be including in your report.  Finally, write 

one sentence that is the transition to the next paragraph. 
 

2. BODY PARAGRAPH I:  

The Second Paragraph will explain information about the Birth & Death and Family & 

Background of your historical figure.  Be sure to include information about how they 

grew up and where.  This includes all the information from “Number 1” of your outline.  

Be sure to write one sentence that is the transition to the next paragraph. 
 

3. BODY PARAGRAPH II:  

The Third Paragraph will highlight the Education & Career as well as Achievements & 

Accomplishments of your historical figure.  The paragraph should have information 

about where they went to school, what they chose to study, and how that led to who 

they became (if applicable).  The paragraph also should include any awards and explain 

how or why they are famous.  This includes all the information from “Number 2” of 

your outline.  Be sure to write one sentence that is the transition to the next paragraph. 
 

4. BODY PARAGRAPH III:  

The Fourth Paragraph should be devoted to the Contributions that your Historical 

Figure made to North American Settlement.  The information here should highlight 

why they are considered a historical figure and why they are remembered.  This 

includes all the information from “Number 3” of your outline.  Be sure to write one 

sentence that is the transition to the next paragraph. 
 

5. CONCLUSION:  

The Final Paragraph will Summarize the Report by restating your topic sentence 

about who the historical figure is, why they are famous in North American Settlement, 

and another interesting fact not already written.  Be sure to write a final sentence that 

is your final thought on the topic. 
 

6. PEER EDITS:  

Editor #1 (print name)    Editor #2 (print name) 
Signature:      Signature: 



 Final Report Due: 2/7 
The final copy of the report MUST be saved on your OneDrive, a USB flash drive, and printed 
from a computer.  When you turn in your Final Report, you will also have to print and include 
the Bibliography from earlier in the packet. 
 
**Two (2) points will be deducted for every day the Final Draft is late!** 
 
The writing of the Final Report will be worked on at school and finished at home only if 
necessary. Time will be provided at school to accomplish most of this task. The Final Report 
can be printed at school or home. 

 Create and save your work on your OneDrive!  I recommend that you use Microsoft 
Word to do the typing. Back up your work on a USB flash drive!! 

 
 

Oral Presentations Due: 2/10  
Students will be expected to create and present a memorized oral presentation. 
 

Presentation 
 Use a large note card (3x5) to write your speech. 

 Your speech MUST BE MEMORIZED! 

 Speech needs to be 1 minute in length. 
o Highlight/focus on the contributions that they made to North American 

Settlement. 
o Include interesting facts about their life, contributions, and 

accomplishments.  
 

Costumes 
 You will be expected to come dressed as your historical figure.   

 The costume should be creative and reflect the person and time period of your 
report. 

 Please no real or toy weapons (i.e. guns, knives, etc.). 
o Feb. 10th - Students will practice and perform practice their speeches in 

front of the class.  This is when I will grade the oral presentations (no 
costumes). 

o Feb 12th - Parents & other classes are invited to attend the fina performance 
(in costume). Time: TBD 

 


